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The Devon Atlas

www.devonatlas.co.uk

    Several members will have been involved in the BTO national Atlas, which is now at its end, but the first of November is the start of the DEVON Atlas Project being organised by the Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society.  We shall inherit a great start with four years of BTO records providing good information which is being used at the 10k level but with the help of members over the next two years we would like to turn it into solid detailed information at tetrad (2k x 2k square) level that will be used for a full Devon Atlas covering both the winter and breeding periods.  Devon has never had such an Atlas and it means continuing with the survey work to cover all of the Devon tetrads.  
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So we really, really need your help!

Some of you have been carrying out Timed Tetrad Visit (TTV) work and know what is involved and we would like you to continue please.  The BTO site is still available for us to use so please sign up and select the tetrads you would like to cover so that you are ready to start at the beginning of November.

For members who are new to surveying work - a TTV involves just four visits a year of one or two hours each.  It is a great way to get to know a new area.  

Some people have turned Survey work into a fun day out with friends by choosing tetrads further afield, travelling together taking a tetrad each and being dropped off then meeting up after a couple of hours either to cover a further tetrad each or to spend the rest of the day birding in an area new to them or having a well earned bite to eat in a local pub!  

Perhaps you would like to speak to someone in your area who can explain more about what is involved and help you select tetrads which are right for you.

Your contacts are, if you live in:

North Devon:   Paul Madgett Tel: 01271 812617 email: madgett@baggypoint.org.uk 

South Devon/Dartmoor:   Julia Harris 01822 853785 email: 
    clonwayteam@btopenworld.com 

The rest of Devon:     Roger Little 01803 732776 email: roglizzie@btinternet.com 
Our web site address is www.devonatlas.co.uk
As well as TTVs we are very keen to have all other records added – these are Roving Records and are very important in filling in gaps where a certain species was not seen on the survey day (easily done if it’s an owl), or evidence of breeding was not noted.

Every bird counts in Atlas survey work.  For example SX74 tetrad Z is an area east of East Allington.  According to our current records this tetrad does not have Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Jay, Starling, Jackdaw, Rook, Greenfinch to name but a few – in the words of Victor Meldrew:   I Do Not Believe It!
SX48 tetrad Z is just West of Bridestowe apparently there are only two birds in that tetrad - Buzzard and Jay!

So come on everyone - you can all help even your garden blue tit in its box may be the only one seen breeding in that tetrad.  Just get in touch!  We can also take paper records – but please give us a good location!!

Below is the latest map showing that there are quite a lot of tetrads still to do.  So choose your tetrads go to the website to book them and let’s start making the map completely black!
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Stella Beavan

Devon Atlas Group.
